
Summer Reading Destrehan High School  
English III  

Overview: English III is an American Literature class that will explore various pieces of fiction 
and non-fiction prose. In order to be best prepared for this class, you have a summer 
assignment that is based on a novel that you may select from the list below. This assignment 
is a SUMMATIVE assessment in the first quarter of the semester. In addition to this assessment, 
there will be various in-class, graded assignments (both summative and formative) 
throughout the semester that will require that you have read at least one of these books. It is 
absolutely necessary that you complete this assignment.  

Select ONE book from the list below:  
I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter - Erika L. Sanchez  
Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their 
parents' house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon 
their family.  But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga's role. Then a 
tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to 
reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia 
is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every possible 
way Julia has failed.  But it's not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been 
as perfect as everyone thought. With the help of her best friend, Lorena, and her first love 
(first everything), Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? 
Or was there more to her sister's story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live 
up to a seemingly impossible ideal?...  
With the Fire on High - Elizabeth Acevedo  
Ever since she got pregnant freshman year, Emoni Santiago's life has been about making the 
tough decisions-doing what has to be done for her daughter and her abuela. The one place 
she can let all that go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to 
everything she cooks, turning her food into straight-up goodness. o Even though she dreams 
of working as a chef after she graduates, Emoni knows that it's not worth her time to pursue 
the impossible. Yet despite the rules she thinks she has to play by. Once Emoni starts cooking, 
her only choice is to let her talent break free.  
On the Come Up - Angie Thomas  
Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least win her first 
battle. As the daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, 
Bri's got massive shoes to fill.  But it's hard to get your come up when you're labeled a 
hoodlum at school, and your fridge at home is empty after your mom loses her job. So Bri 
pours her anger and frustration into her first song, which goes viral...for all the wrong reasons. 
o Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, portrayed by the media as more 
menace than MC, But with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri doesn't just want to 
make it—she has to. Even if it means becoming the very thing the public has made her out 
to be.  
 



We Were the Lucky Ones - Georgia Hunter  
It is the spring of 1939 and three generations of the Kurc family are doing their best to live 
normal lives, even as the shadow of war grows closer. The talk around the family Seder table 
is of new babies and budding romance, not of the increasing hardships threatening Jews in 
their hometown of Radom, Poland. But soon the horrors overtaking Europe will become 
inescapable and the Kurcs will be flung to the far corners of the world, each desperately  
trying to navigate his or her own path to safety. As one sibling is forced into exile, another 
attempts to flee the continent, while others struggle to escape certain death, either by 
working grueling hours on empty stomachs in the factories of the ghetto or by hiding as 
gentiles in plain sight. Driven by an unwavering will to survive and by the fear that they may 
never see one another again, the Kurcs must rely on hope, ingenuity, and inner strength to 
persevere.  
After the Shot Drops  - Randy Ribay 
Bunny and Nasir have been best friends forever, but when Bunny accepts an athletic 
scholarship across town, Nasir feels betrayed. While Bunny tries to fit in with his new, 
privileged peers, Nasir spends more time with his cousin, Wallace, who is being evicted. Nasir 
can’t help but wonder why the neighborhood is falling over itself to help Bunny when 
Wallace is in trouble. When Wallace makes a bet against Bunny, Nasir is faced with an 
impossible decision—maybe a dangerous one.  Told from alternating perspectives, After the 
Shot Drops is a heart-pounding story about the responsibilities of great talent and the 
importance of compassion

 



 
Assignment Details  

Part One REQUIRED: Answer the questions below to prepare yourself for a Socratic Seminar 
on your book. This will be a graded socratic seminar where you will be assessed on your 
preparation, participation, and reflection.  
 
Which character/person in your reading did you connect with the most? Why?  

Describe the climax of the reading: how did the story drastically change after that point?  

 

How is the theme of perception vs reality present in the novel? Provide specific examples. 

 

Describe the main character/person from the reading. How does he or she evolve as the 
reading progressed from start to finish?  

 

What does the reading suggest about the impact perceptions have on real life?  
 
 
 
 
 



What is the major conflict in the reading? What struggles to the characters/people face and 
how do they face these struggles?  

 

 

What decisions are made in the reading that you agree with? Which decisions did you 
disagree with? Why?  

If you could rewrite this reading, what would you change? Why?  

 

 

Write your own open-ended questions (1-3) to discuss here then answer it and provide text 
evidence that pertain to the theme of perception vs reality:  

 

 

Part two: you have several options. Please select ONE of the following projects to turn in on 
the first day of school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

One-Pager  
 

A one-pager is an analytical, creative, and written response to a novel that completely fills one side of a piece 
of paper. For your one-pager, you’ll want to focus on the big ideas from the novel including theme, symbolism, 
conflict, tone and motif, as well as literary devices and elements.  

 
Required Details 

1. Fill the entire page with color and text. There should not be any blank, white space.  
a. (a white background against text is okay.) 

2. Clearly label each elements of your one-pager. 
3. Include the title, author, genre on the paper. You should try to incorporate this element as creatively as 

possible.  
4. Complete the grid by connecting 4 elements together 

 
Connect four boxes vertically, horizontally, or diagonally to select your other four required elements. All quotes 
need to be properly cited in MLA Format.  

Quotes: Write 3 meaningful 
quotes and explain the 
significance of each quote. 
What does it infer, 
symbolize, suggest, relate 
to, etc.? 

Questions: Write 3 
big-picture questions that 
look at how and why. 
Answer each thoroughly 
with an introduce, cited, and 
explained quote. 

Images: Draw 3 images 
that represent the book 
(theme, symbols, 
characters, or conflicts 
within the book). Label each 
image. 

Song: Find song lyrics that 
connect. Write the lyrics, 
include the song, artist, and 
a 2-3 sentence explanation 
of how the song related to 
the book.  

Images: Draw 3 images 
that represent the book 
(theme, symbols, 
characters, or conflicts 
within the book). Label each 
image. 

Timeline: Create a timeline 
with 10 critical events. The 
timeline must be linear or 
follow the plot diagram. 
Each event must be a 
complete sentence.  

Quotes: Write 3 meaningful 
quotes and explain the 
significance of each quote. 
What does it infer, 
symbolize, suggest, relate 
to, etc.? 

Questions: Write 3 
big-picture questions that 
look at how and why. 
Answer each thoroughly 
with an introduce, cited, and 
explained quote. 

Setting: Illustrate a setting 
from the book. The 
illustration must be 
accurate, detailed, and in 
full-color. Provide 3 quotes 
from the book to support 
the illustration.  

Images: Draw 3 images 
that represent the book 
(theme, symbols, 
characters, or conflicts 
within the book). Label each 
image. 

Questions: Write 3 
big-picture questions that 
look at how and why. 
Answer each thoroughly 
with an introduce, cited, and 
explained quote. 

Quotes: Write 3 meaningful 
quotes and explain the 
significance of each quote. 
What does it infer, 
symbolize, suggest, relate 
to, etc.? 

Questions: Write 3 
big-picture questions that 
look at how and why. 
Answer each thoroughly 
with an introduce, cited, and 
explained quote. 

Quotes: Write 3 meaningful 
quotes and explain the 
significance of each quote. 
What does it infer, 
symbolize, suggest, relate 
to, etc.? 

Fig. Lang.: Identify and 
illustrate 3 examples of 
figurative language. Each 
example must include the 
quote, an illustration, and a 
one sentence explanation.  

Images: Draw 3 images 
that represent the book 
(theme, symbols, 
characters, or conflicts 
within the book). Label each 
image. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 


